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There has been an unprecedented ransomware attack that began sweeping the 
globe last 12-14 May 2017. The ransomware known as WannaCry has already infected 
an estimated 57,000 computers in more than 150 countries last 12 May 2017. While the 
spread of this terrifying ransom ware was slowed on Saturday, it was hardly stopped. As 
of 15 May 2017, Monday morning, more than 200,000 systems around the world are 
believed to have been infected. 

 
The first infection struck around 0824H London time Friday. Somewhere in 

Europe, a computer user opened an email and an attachment to that email, a 
compressed zip file, allowing WannaCry into their system. On that morning, the virus 
spread across Europe. A Spanish mobile Operator Telefonica was the first large 
organization to report infection by WannayCry. By late morning, hospitals and clinics 
across the UK began reporting problems to the National Incident Response Centre 
(NIRC). French car maker Renault was also hit. In Russia, the Ministry of Interior, mobile 
phone provider Megafon and Sberbank became infected. In the US, FedEx was one of 
the high-profile victim. 

 
WannaCry infects only machines running Windows operating systems. If you do 

not update Windows, and do not take care when opening and reading emails, then you 
could be at risk. 

 
Hereunder are the measures in order to protect vital information and data from the 

said ransomware: 
 
 a. Since the ransomware only affects Windows Operating System, run 

updates to get the latest patch of the OS. 
 b. Update your firewall and router firmware and ensure that the 

security’s software patches are up to date. 
 c. Update your anti-virus software regularly and scan the files in the 

computers. 
 d. Avoid opening unknown email and unwanted attachments. 
 e. Most importantly, back-up important files. 
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